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Relationships – opportunities – value
By Deborah Pyznarski, RPA
President

BOMA/Suburban Chicago

Friends, peers, potential clients, potential service providers and mentors … just a few of the words I would use to describe the relationship-building the five days at the Gaylord National provided me.  Even though I benefit greatly from these relationships, I know that BOMA/Suburban Chicago also benefits from these relationships.  Our local organization certainly has made their impression on many individuals across the country.  Pat Schwarze is recognized as the best of the best when it comes to BAE’s.  Steve Hrbek has recently elevated his role in BOMA International, taking on a board of director’s position, and John Lambrecht is now the president of the North Central Region of BOMA International.
When I began my journey with BOMA over 15 years ago, I saw a little local association in the suburbs that would help me earn the designation of RPA in hopes that it would help me in my career. Well, here I am 15 years later returning from my first BOMA International Conference and realizing that there is a whole network of people across the country that I can reach out to if the need arises. I have made connections that I believe will not only help me professionally but will also assist my firm in growing their client base. 

We spent five days in Washington, D.C. sitting on taskforces, attending education sessions, and meeting hundreds of vendors at The Every Building Show® with a variety of services to offer.  It was amazing to see how other firms and companies are responding to the ever-changing business climate which we are currently facing.  In addition, I made several connections with senior level officials at the FEMA and Department of Homeland Security.  While I certainly hope to never need them, I know that in the BOMA network I know where to go!
Looking back, I remember a time when I was an individual who was afraid to raise my hand and offer to assist.   I became active in BOMA/Suburban Chicago because an individual in the organization that I respect tapped me on the shoulder and encouraged me to get more involved.  If you are looking to get more involved, consider this your tap on the shoulder — there are several committees actively seeking members.  If you are interested, ask any one of the board of directors or the office staff to point you in the direction you need to go to help! 
Special thanks to the entire BOMA/Suburban organization for allowing me the opportunity to travel to D.C.  I look forward to sharing some of what I learned with the organization as we move forward with our committee planning and education. 
