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What BOMA does

By Steve Hrbek
BOMA/Suburban Chicago


Most BOMA/Suburban Chicago members believe that BOMA is primarily the meetings and services that are offered locally.  It is much more than that.
BOMA/Suburban Chicago is one of 93 locals affiliated with BOMA International. Programs set by BOMA International are presented on a local level.  BOMA International concentrates on the following areas:
Advocacy: BOMA International has three full-time staffers that represent each of us with our lawmakers.  BOMA staffers meet with them to tell them about the laws currently up for vote that would affect all of us.  In the past, BOMA was successful in obtaining a 15-year write-off of tenant improvements instead of 39 years.  This same law “sunsets” at the end of this year, so BOMA International is already gearing up for the fight again.   All members also benefit by BOMA International representing us for national codes, such as building and electrical.  
Education:  BOMA International believes that education is important to all members.  They offer various ways to learn: online seminars, teleconferences, and publications that highlight subjects from leasing to accounting to personal career development.
Standards:  BOMA International has set the standard in floor measurements.  Whether it’s in office, industrial, or retail, BOMA helped create the standard used today.	
[bookmark: _GoBack]Sustainabilty:  A few years ago, BOMA International established the 7-Point Challenge, which is designed to reduce energy consumption in commercial buildings by 30 percent by 2012. From what I’ve heard, all of the member buildings participating in the challenge are well on their way in making that goal.  In addition, BOMA International also works with Energy Star® and others groups to promote energy efficiency in all commercial office buildings. 
In addition, BOMA has created two awards for your buildings that recognize excellent property management. First is TOBY (The Outstanding Building of the Year) Award program, which awards those elite buildings and management teams with a yearly award.  The second, created about two years ago, is the BOMA 360 Performance Program®, providing the opportunity for buildings to have their management techniques as well as their operations judged by an independent third party to achieve this prestigious award.
What can YOU do to get the most of your BOMA International and BOMA/Suburban Chicago membership?  First, discover all that BOMA/Suburban Chicago has to offer.  Attend the lunches, meet your fellow property managers, take a class; there are many opportunities offered throughout the year.  Also, there are committees that help plan the programs offered by BOMA/Suburban Chicago.  Check www.bomasuburbanchicago.com  for current offerings and Committee descriptions.
Accessing the BOMA International website at www.boma.org  is your source for all that I have mentioned here, as well as many other offerings that will not only benefit you, but your owners as well.
I am proud and honored to serve both BOMA Suburban Chicago and the North Central region as a member of the BOMA International Executive Committee.  Remember, your membership is what you make it.  I will say that I personally get more out of my BOMA membership because of involvement; I want you to feel the same way.  

